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Message from the President
Hello from West Alabama! I hope everyone is enjoying a gorgeous day like the one we are having in Livingston. I am so thankful for a reprieve from the nasty weather we’ve had here; thunderstorms, tornado warnings, flash flood warnings, etc., etc., etc. Maybe, finally, spring is in the
air. And, with spring comes ALAIR (you should read that with all the excitement with which I
typed it ). ALAIR is a great time to catch up with colleagues, make new connections, find a
new mentor, and take a breather from the chaos and rat race that often is IR and IE.
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The 2016 ALAIR Conference will be held at Samford University in Birmingham April 14 – 15,
2016. Conference registration is $125 and includes one year membership in ALAIR and a ticket
to the special event. Our theme for the conference is “Academ(ia) Awards: Best Practices/
Performances in IR” and I know Toner and his team are going to be rolling out the red carpet for
us this year! It’s going to be a blast. Oh, and you might learn a few things, too.
For all of you starlets and leading men, there is an opportunity for you to showcase your talents
by presenting at this year’s conference. The Call for Participation/Papers form is attached, and
we’d love to have you participate. Don’t keep all that talent and knowledge to yourself. What
fun is that? Get those dazzling proposals to Lesley Shotts (lesley.shotts@drakestate.edu) by
March 23, 2016. Maybe you’ll win an Academ(ia) Award or two.
I want to thank the Executive Committee for all of their hard work and dedication to ALAIR. I
would also like to thank Toner and his team for taking on the conference. It is not an easy job,
and one that requires lots of planning and time. If you have an opportunity, please let the EC
and Toner know how much you appreciate their work.
I look forward to seeing all of you. I’ll leave you with something I read today that I thought was
most fitting for my family’s journey, and may be helpful to some of you:
“Dance. Smile. Giggle. Marvel. TRUST. HOPE. LOVE. WISH. BELIEVE. Most of all, enjoy every moment of the journey, and appreciate where you are at this moment instead of always focusing
on how far you have to go.” ― Mandy Hale, The Single Woman: Life, Love, and a Dash of Sass
As my husband and I are celebrating the end of one leg of his battle against cancer today. I read
it and thought how appropriate! At this moment, we appreciate where we are. At this moment, we are able to laugh and smile and hope and believe. At this moment, we are enjoying
this part of the journey. I want to enjoy this moment and not focus on how far we have to go,
and that is what I want for all of you as well. Enjoy this moment, this day. Focus on the now.
Find time to dance and smile and giggle and marvel. See you in April!
Angel Jowers
ALAIR President 2015-2016
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“Samford University
is Alabama’s topranked private
university with
nationally ranked
academic programs
rooted in the
university’s
Christian mission.
Located in suburban
Birmingham,

2016 ALAIR Conference Update

Samford was
founded in 1841.
With an enrollment
of more than 5,200,
students
representing 46
states and 32
countries. Samford
offers 30
undergraduate
and graduate
degree programs
through 10
academic units:
arts, arts and
sciences, business,
divinity, education,
health professions,
law, nursing,
pharmacy and
public health.”

The 2016 ALAIR Conference will be held at Samford University in Birmingham,
Alabama. The conference will begin Thursday, April 14, 2016 with two preconference workshops followed by concurrent sessions. Our special event Thursday night, will be attendance at a Birmingham Barons game. Our conference
will conclude on Friday, April 15 with concurrent sessions followed by the
business luncheon.
Accommodations for conference attendees are available at the Marriott
Courtyard Birmingham Homewood, located at 500 Shades Creek Parkway,
Homewood, AL 35209-4418. The rate is $80 per night. When making your
reservation, please identify yourself as part of the Samford ALAIR Conference
group to receive the group rate. You can call 1-205-879-0400 or use the link
on page 3 of the newsletter.
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Join us Thursday, April 14, 2015 at Regions Field!
During this year’s conference, our special event
will be held at Regions
Field.
Home to the Birmingham
Barons, the state-of-theart 8,500 seat facility in
the heart of downtown
features a variety of
unique seating areas,
creating an intimate atmosphere and offering
unique views of the
downtown skyline, UAB,
Children's Hospital, Vulcan and Red Mountain
Regions Field is located
at 1401 1st Ave South in
Birmingham, Alabama
35233

Come watch the
Birmingham Barons
take on the Tennessee
Smokies!

Link for Hotel Reservations for ALAIR Conference
The link to make reservations for the conference at the Marriott Courtyard Birmingham Homewood
was is below. Please copy and paste the link if you would like to make your reservation online instead of by phone.
http://www.marriott.com/meeting-event-hotels/group-corporate-travel/groupCorp.mi?
resLinkData=Samford%20ALAIR%20Conference%5Ebhmhw%60SBBSBBA%7CSBBSBBB%
6080.00%60USD%60false%604%604/13/16%604/15/16%
603/31/16&app=resvlink&stop_mobi=yes

ALAIR Executive Board

President
Angel Jowers
Vice-President
Toner Evans
Past President
Jon Acker

Other Conferences
2016 AIR Forum
May 30—June 3, 2016 - New Orleans, LA
Hyatt Regency New Orleans
601 Loyola Avenue
New Orleans, Louisiana, 70113
2016 SAIR Conference
October 8-11, 2016—Charlotte, NC
The Westin Charlotte
601 South College Street
Charlotte, NC, 28202

Treasurer
Tienhan Ma
Secretary
Lesley Shotts

Now Accepting Nominations
Nomination are being sought for the following

Member-at-Large
Lindsay Hutcherson

positions:
Vice-President
Secretary
 Nominating Committee


Nominating Committee
Kelly Birchfield
Mimi Johnson



If you are interested in serving or would like to nominate
someone please send an email with your nomination to Jon
Acker at jon.acker@ua.edu. The election will be held at the
2016 ALAIR Conference.

